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March 24, 2020 

The Honorable Governor Ned Lamont 

State of Connecticut 

State Capitol Building 

210 Capitol Ave, Hartford, CT 06106 

AN OPEN LETTER TO MY GOVERNOR 

Dear Hon. Gov. Lamont: 

 

My name is Tony De Angelo. I am not sure if you know me. 

 

You might. We have met and chatted on several occasions, and you, or some of your people, may follow 

my weekly radio segments on CBS 94.9 with Lee Elci. 

But none of that is important. For today, you need not know me as being other than one of many small 

business owners based in the State of Connecticut who are now dealing with the effects of the economic 
meltdown resulting from the outbreak of COVID-19, and the upending of life as we know it. 

I am sure that you think the gist of this open letter is to criticize you for decisions you have made 

regarding state public health and safety as a result of the outbreak. You may also believe me to be 

critical of your recent decision regarding the particular decision of lifting budgetary controls over our 

towns and cities to pass their own budgets without public input, and to set their own tax rates. To be 

clear and fair, I am very critical of both, and my criticism of shutdown policies do not stop at the state 

level. However, in fairness to you, I recognize that you are in a difficult position and must make the best 

decisions you can. I also recognize that you have lawful authority over this state, and I must operate my 

life and my business lawfully, and that the First Amendment of the U.S. Constitution protects my right 

for me and for others to speak out freely, without threat or harm as to what is on hearts and minds. 

Your decisions in this crisis will be debated and discussed for years, proceeding to history. However as a 

private business owner who has never accepted one dollar of state aid or benefit in over twenty-five 

years, and one who must continually make value judgments all of the time, it is appalling to me that 

you have not made one like decision whatsoever to curb state spending, budgets and state agencies 



one bit during this crisis, especially when just about every state function has ground to a halt and as all 

activity is at a virtual standstill. This egregious omission on your part is compounded while a large part 

of our redundant (and extremely well-paid) bureaucracy is sitting home at a time where you, yourself, 

have deemed their services to be "non-essential". 

Moreover, when you speak in public, you remind all in the room that you were a "business owner". That 

said, I am truly unsure how committed you are to that statement. As just one example, I puzzle over this 

state's decision as to what businesses are deemed "essential services" under this current shutdown. For 

example, speaking as an owner of five animals, a veterinary office where people and animals (both 

carrying germs) sitting at close quarters can remain open for non-emergent work, but a coffee shop 

cannot. Or a funeral home is deemed exempt, but a church service over 50 people is not. (Pray tell, what 

do we do about a memorial service?) Or a liquor store, dirty grocery store, or medical marijuana 

establishment may continue, while a pizzeria or tavern cannot. Was this all determined by tax revenues, 

or perhaps by business debts due to the DECD? I am suspect here, as I have seen how the sausage is made 

in this state first-hand, for many (many) years. And if you prefer, we can leave the greater debate as to 

what state services are truly essential for another day. 

However, cynicism and living and working for many years in what truly is an uneven playing field, has 

given me pause to question how business truly transpires in the Nutmeg State. As you may know, I have 

been very hard on my radio segments calling to task such local divisions as the "Connecticut School 

Finance Project" for its great, costly (and futile) effort in attempting to rewrite Federal Tax Law last year, 

our needlessly redundant and costly state governmental structure, our flagship state university operating 

without a Federal tax exemption, our otherwise overly-layered state university system, our legislature 

(both parties) and our beyond labyrinthine and inefficient-at-best Department of Transportation. It is 

curious to me that just about all of these issues are uncovered by local media. But more critically, it is my 

belief that the sum total of these, and other countless issues will destroy this state if left unchecked. That 

said, your current posture of preaching "shared sacrifice" on one hand and not exercising critical mass 

reductions in your own governmental house on the other is what our state government has become 

today. It becomes clearer each day that we cater to those in political power as opposed to those who 

state government supposedly represents. 

 

In closing, as a poor Bulls-Head Stamford CT kid growing up in the 1960's I would sit in fascination at the 

picnic table with my father and uncle and talk about "war profiteering" during the 1940's. My father and his 

brother had perhaps fourteen years of education between them, and both were quite perceptive as they 
rose to high technical positions in the theater industry. In following their discussions, it was quite clear to 

me even from then that one can certainly malign a crisis for self-gain. In this vein, I and many others in the 

business community believe that if this state is true to its past form, we can look forward to needlessly 
exacerbated tax increases, fee increases, tolls, and additional crippling bureaucratic burdens as the end 

result of this ostensible new effect of "war profiteering", unless you, yourself, immediately force state 

government to swallow the same bitter pills that you ask of all of us. 

Moreover, it is clear to me that you do have the power to take reasonable steps to protect against the loss 

of property of this state and dilution of public welfare under C.G.S. 28-9 (7), as private enterprise and savings 

is being destroyed in part by the needless burdens of non-essential government at a time when economics 



are critical. Or at the absolute least, you can call for a 10 to 15% reduction of spending on the part of every 
state agency. Both orders I believe are critical to be made at this time, and it is necessary for you to act. 

We look for you, Hon. Gov. Lamont, to do what is right, right now, for every citizen, private business, 

and industry, rather than serve the interests of government. Our very survival as a state depends on it. 

And you, indeed, are the man responsible for making such change. 

Respectfully submitted. 

 

To the extent that written tax advice was present in this communication, additional issues may exist that 

could affect the federal or local tax treatment thereof. Therefore, this communication does not provide a 

conclusion with respect to such issues. With respect to issues outside the limited scope of this advice, this 

advice was not written, nor can it be used, for penalty avoidance. (The foregoing instruction has been 

added pursuant to U.S. Treasury Regulations governing tax practice effective on, or after June 20, 2005.) 


